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LOUISBURG PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

Wednesday July 26, 2023 
 
The Planning Commission of the City of Louisburg, Kansas met at 6:30 p.m. in the City Hall Council 

Chambers with Chairperson Thorvald McKiearnan presiding.  

 

ATTENDANCE: 

Commission Members: Jason Crooks, Michelle Olson, and George Bazin  

Mayor:                           Donna Cook 

City Council:                 TJ Williams 

City Administrator:       Nathan Law 

City Staff:                      Jean Carder   

Recording Secretary:  Robert Lake  

Visitors:                         Doug Bohi, Bryan Smith, Joel Lejoie, Tim Tucker, and Sheldon Bouwens.   

 

 

Item 1:  ROLL CALL 

 

Item 2:  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

 

Item 3:  ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA: 

George Bazin moved to adopt the agenda motion was seconded by Michelle Olson and passed 4-0 

 

Item 4:  APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES: 

Michelle Olson moved to approve the minutes from the June 28, 2023, meeting. The motion was 

seconded by George Bazin and passed 4-0.  

 

Item 5:  PUBLIC COMMENTS:  

None. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING BUSINESS ITEMS:  

 

Item 6: 23002-SUP (Special Use Permit) and Site Plan for Scooters Coffee.  

 

Chairperson McKiearnan opened the public hearing. Sheldon Bouwens approached the Planning 

Commission to discuss the Special Use Permit and the Site Plan. Sheldon said he has spoken with the 

landowner and was provided permission to demolish the car wash to place the business on that 

parcel. No further comments were made. Chairperson McKiearnan closed the public hearing. 

Chairperson McKiearnan asked the board if they had further questions. George Bazin asked if the 

trash enclosure was going to be used by all businesses on the parcel. Sheldon told him the trash 

enclosure is currently used by Shell and Burger King. It was decided that it would be okay if 
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businesses all used the same trash enclosure. No further discussion occurred.  

 

Michelle Olson moved to approve the Special Use Permit Geroge Bazin seconded and passed 4-0.  

 

Item 7: 23001-Z (Rezoning) Zoning Change, 7 West Amity Street from R-1 to C-3. 

 

Chairperson McKiearnan opened the public hearing. No comments were presented in front of the 

Planning Commission. City Administrator Nathan Law told the Planning Commission the zoning 

change was a process that was intended when the lots were merged but did not occur until now. 

Chairperson McKiearnan asked if anyone else had further comments. No further comments were 

made. Chairperson McKiearnan then closed the public hearing. George Bazin asked if there were 

future plans for this lot. City staff said there was not, the change is due to where the property where it 

is located. No further questions arose, and the zoning request is compatible with neighboring 

properties on Amity.  

 

George Bazin moved to approve the zoning change Jason Crooks seconded it and passed 4-0.   

 

NON-PUBLIC HEARING BUSINESS ITEMS: 

 

NEW BUSINESS  

 

Item 8: Presentation of proposed plot plan by scheduled visitor Joel Lajoie, Bryan Smith, and 

Tim Tucker.   

 

Joel Lajoie and Bryan Smith approached the Planning Commission to discuss the potential site plan 

for the former golf course. The site plan was proposed with 226 lots, Bryan said that would not be 

feasible, this site plan was primarily to see just how many lots they could potentially place on the 

property. Bryan then said the biggest hurdle would be utilities such as sewer. Due to the amount of 

infrastructure that would need to be put in place, it would deem the property not feasible due to costs.  

 

Discussion occurred about the sewer and if they could place an onsite sewer treatment plan to service 

the homes on that property.  

 

It was decided that it would be best to have a conceptual discussion with city staff and City Council 

to discuss if there were any options for potential incentives for development.  

 

The possibility of reopening Rockville Road was discussed.   

 

Discussion occurred that indicated Pan handle pipeline might have an easement the developers could 

potentially use for sewer line.  

 

Further discussion occurred. No decision was made from discussion.  
 

OLD BUSINESS:  

 

Item 9: Annual Review of Part 2: Comprehensive Plan/Community Vision and Land Use 

Safety page 101.  
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Chairperson McKiearnan asked the board if they had any questions regarding the Comprehensive 

Plan. George Bazin said he thought the City followed the Comprehensive Plan well and did not have 

any additional comments.  

 

City Administrator Nathan Law asked the Planning Commission if any changes needed additional 

discussion or that may need to be presented at a public hearing. George Bazin said building 

infrastructure would be in line with the mission statement, but financially it would be an issue. City 

Administrator said it was a mix of infrastructure of residential and commercial properties.  

 

Discussion occurred. Chairperson McKiearnan asked if the downtown projects or library should be 

excluded from the Comprehensive Plan. To accomplish that, there would be a process to adjust the 

entire plan or it could be noted to change at a later date with future requested changes.  

It was decided no changes were needed.  

 

Item 10: Update from wayfinding sign committee.   

 

Chairperson McKiearnan provided an update on the meeting. The wayfinding sign subcommittee had 

a meeting prior to the Planning Commission meeting and will meet once again 30 minutes prior to 

the start of the next Planning Commission meeting.  

 

Feathered Flags Discussion.  

 

Jason Crooks asked about the feathered flag zoning regulations as a business had reached out to him 

regarding the number of flags they could have as a business. Discussion occurred and it was decided 

to address changing the language clarification the next time there is a text change.   

 

Item 11:  ADJOURNMENT: 

 

George Bazin moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Jason Crooks passed 4-0.  The meeting 

adjourned at 7:14 p.m. 

   

 

 

Submitted by Robert Lake  
  


